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 In couplifiies vith Par 10 (63) AR 345-105, the fe2lh

st Oanpaign of "Westers Burope®.
Commnding Offiecers:

.l Lt Col m H. MM, Ilf-, W’ Bn

. Capt Balph R. Power, Cav., 01011841, Hq Co.
Capt Donald Hearl; Cav., 0315739, Co "A% .
Capt Weldon W. Wilson, Iaf., 01010603, Co "B* n
Capt William L. Guthrie, Inf., 01011984, Co *"C* o
Capt Harold M. Sehiering, Inf., 01012466, Co "D* Q
Capt Vieter W. Maxrkov, mo’ “52178, Sv Co S
Capt Arthur Stern, NMC, 01690488, Med Det

a0

Losses im action were very light: Eight (8) EN and Ome (E¥: ,,
in action; One (1) Officer and Twenty (20) EX wounded and evacws =~ S PR
were reported captured or missing in action. Ome (1) Officer and Forty-Two (42) '
EM were wounded but remained on duty. Replacements comsisting of Two (2) Officers
and Seventy-Five (75) EM were received during the month. .
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The enemy emcountered during August consisted largely of smell units which ;
were disorganised, confused, poorly equipped and with the exception of the.few f
S8 troops, offered little resistance. The eneny sction was largely a reer guard ;
delaying astion. Being forced to withdraw so repidly, they had very little time to ?
prepare adequate defenses. Except for destroyimg bridges, little advantage was
taken of matural obstacles. A small amount of enemy armir-was encountered during
this period. MNost of the armor seemed to be more interested in withdrawing rather
than fighting. Very little enemy air activity was observed. However on 22 Aug 44
the Task Foroe was bombed and strafed by Eight (8) enemy aircraft (MEL09). Only
light casualiies were inflicted and one plane was shot dowm. Some enemy artillery
wmits were encountered but they were usually not in firing position. During this
month about 350 of the enemy were killed and about three (300) prisoners were taken.

During this operstion the unit moved so fast and so far that it was difficult |
for eneny information to be obtained through normal recomnaissance channels. An !
artillery liaison plane (L4) was often used to recommoiter the route of advance. !
Not only did this method of recommaissance provide us with much valuable infor- o
mtion but their presence added to the confidence of the advance elements of ocur -
force. The FFI and French civilians gave much information which proved invaluable
on several occasions. : 7 ' o

3

113 DEC .o 1944 - -
| ~ On 1 Aug 44 the unit was im bivouac in the vicinity of Saint Saveur le Vio-

¢ tome, France, when the first operational orders were received. The unit moved for g
f 2 the next five days in a generally Southerly direction towards the front, meeting . .-="

n_a 1’rosi.sta.nce, and went into bivomclmw#i o
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After Action Report for Month of Aug 44 Contt'd !

During the late evening and night of 5 Aug 44 one section of recounaissance while
reconnoitering enemy positions was ambushed Yy a hostile out-post consisting of
Eight (8) men. The section withdrew killing seven (7) of the enemy. This was the
first action of any part of the Battalion and one of the first in the Division.

On 5 Aug 44 Combat Command "B*, of which this unit was a part, was divided into
two separate Task Forces. Ome Tesk Force was to be known as "TFA* (Task Force And-
erson) and was composed of the 8lst Tank Battalion less Companies ®A* and *D*, plus
companies "B" and ®C" of the 15th Armored Inf Bn. B/15 was in Command of Capt
Arthur J. Elmore, Inf., 050138 and C/15 was in Commend of Capt Armand W. Gardner,
Inf., 0452315. A/81 was attached to the other Task Force and D/8l was placed under
Combat Command "B* control. The tank and Infantry companies were "married" so that
exch tank crew had an Infantry squad that habitually worked with it and mutually
supported each other. The 105 Howitzer gun from eich medium tank compaxy was att-
ached to the Assault Gun Platoon of Headquarters Compeny to form a six gun battery.

On 6 Aug "TFA" moved to the vicinity of Meslsy du Maine, enroute to LeMesns,
went into bivouze for the night snd set up road-blocks at critical points. The
enemy attempted to run these blocks and as a result had the following equipment
destroyed; four light sedans, four Mark IV tenks and one 37mm AT gun. Two smell .
vehicles and eleven Germans were captured and many more were killed. The next {
morning the march towards LeMans was resumed. Heavy sniper fire was encountered i
in Msigne so the town was reduced to ashes. The force reached the city of Lellams '
on the evening of 8 iug and aided in its liberation. The primery missiem here
wzs the establishment of blocks on the avenues of escaps to trap any. enemy att-
empting to lesuve the city. The Mortars fired into the city in support of Co "C® _
which moved pert way into the city and captured about 200 of the enemy.

After this first series of operations which concluded with the liberation of .
LeMans, the Task Force drove to the North towards Sees, assisting in the pincers i
ywﬂm&d\hﬁ__thg%{mus Argentan-Felaise Gap. Enroute to Sees, .
which was reached 12 Aug %4, considerable Téz1Btance was encountered and the route ‘
of advance was left littered with enemy dead and destroyed material and few pris- ‘
oners were taken. In the vicinity of Sees, the area was out-posted and the unit
spent three days performing light meintenance in preparation for the next oper-
ation. On 15 Aug 44 "TFA" began a move to the East towards a new objective, the
Seine River. After marching East about 100 miles the column turned North towards
Gaillon and the Seine. During this operation only light resistance was met until
22 Aug 44 between Vernon and Geillon. The Task Force was given the mission of
flushing the enemy from the wooded area near La Chapelle. The mission was acc-
omplished, killing about 20 enemy. At this time the force was attacked by eight
Germsn planes (ME-109). One was shot down and the rest were driven off. The
column then moved a few hundred yards and was fired upon by a dug-in camouflaged ;
tank on the right flank after one married company (Co "B") passed the position. i
The colwan halted, went into a defensive position and noticed a few enemy inf- '
antryman moving about among grain shocks. Air and artillery support were called
for and the artillery, supported by the Assault guns, caused two enemy tanks to
move into the open. By that time the air support arrived and destroyed the tanks.
Merried "C" Co assaulted infantry positions among the grain shocks while Co "B®
protected the left flank. The Co "C" tanks, with their enormocus fire power, fired
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After Action Report for Month of Aug 44 Cont'd

on all grain shocks and likely positions while the infantry followed the tanks to
mop-up remsining enemy. One Mark V Tank was set on fire by .30 Cal tracer fired
into a gas can on the outside of the tank. Upon close examination of the area it
was found that the enemy had consisted of about 200 SS infantrymun in fox-holes
covered with grain shocks. All enemy were killed - no prisoners were tiken. Our
losses consisted of four medium and one light tank destroyed and one light tenk
damaged by the enemy tanks. Enemy infantryman killed five mem and wounded several.
After completing the mission in this area on 24 Aug 44 the Tusk Force moved South
end Easst to the vicinity of Semneville (6 Mi South of Mantes) nd spent several deys
on intensive maintenance. Co "B" received all new Ford Tanks, the other companies
received several new engines.

On 30 Aug 44 the Task Force marched through Paris and North to the vicinity of
Pont St Mexence. Scattered resistance was encountered North of Paris and the
bridge across the Oise River had been destroyed by the enemy,thereby slowing the
action. .

SUMMARY

During the entire month of August the Task Force operated on a mission of
pursuit and exploitation. The mission being carried out to the limit of endurance
of men and vehicles, driving the enemy ahead to be travped or cutting off and re-
ducing enemy positions. .

During this operation speed was of utmost importance thereby making reconn-
aissance of terrain, routes and enemy positions virtually impossible. The very
speed which mede reconnaissance extremely difficult also confused the enemy to such

-an extent that properly organized resistance was, for him, impossible.

The enemy must be well defeated and confused if the pursuit end explecitation
mlission, such as this operation has been, is to be a success.

During most of this operation, the situstion and orders required both day and
night operation. Night operation proved to be very costly when any resistance was
met and should be avoided whenever possible.

Operations of tank and Infantry units were closelycoordinated. The tank and
infantry companies, platooms, sections, and individual vehicle crews were married
almost permanently, being separated but rarely, for specific missions.

The Task Force operated often on secondary roads, thus avoiding prepered
delaying and defensive positions. .

The Mortar Platoon and the 105 Howitzer Battery, both attached to Hq Co were
used to advantage during the drive.

The Air Force furnished splendid direct and indirect support to "TFA". The
indirect support often resulted in our meeting a confused und disorganized enemy. [
On 22 Aug 44 "TFA" was supported directly in the vicinity of Les Epiniers. The
airoraft neutralized emplaced enemy tanks which had destroyed four of our tanks
during the afternoon. Artillery support was received both from Division and Corps
and & Lieison officer and forward observer were habitually attached to us from the
7lst A.F.A. Bn. Although not an integral part of TFA, Engineers were habitually ;
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attached. During the period covered they laid & mine field in the vicinity of LeMeans
and cleared the route of advance of disebled enemy vehicles. Engineer personnel

in Dump Trucks are very vulnerable to hostile small arms fire. A substitution of
armored personnel carriers for the dump trucks would permit the Engineers to be att-
ached to the support echelon thereby meking them more readily available.

_ Radio communication using SCR 506 and 508 wes excellent. The well trained
operators and skilled conscientious maintenance personnel contributéd much to the
dependancy of signal communication. Some times in a statie situation wire for
telephonic communication wus used. A lisison officer was used to complement radio

commumication.

Personnel replacements received, while for the most part potentially good
soldiers, lacked the necessery training. A large number of them had spent so much
time in the replacement system that most of the confidence which they had as a
result of basic training was lost through long periods of mental and physical in-
esctivity. It was the rule, rather than the exception, to find men assigned an MOS
which would indiczte a specialist, while sctuaslly the man would be an unskilled ,

tank basic. |

- All tank commanders should be armed witha cal .45 pistol with shoulder holster.
The sub-machine gun M-3 is an effective weapon but difficult to bring into action
quickly &and effectively from the tank turret.

Equipment is generally adequete but we leck a gun to cope with the heavier
Germszn tapnks. A higher caliber gun with a very high velocity and smokeless '
propellant charge could be very favorably employed.

The operations during this month required large quantities of petrol. 1In
some instances, the supply lines extended over 80 miles. In order to overcome the
problem of an over-extended supply line, TFA carried a rolling F & L dump, consist-
ing of five reserve trucks, in its trains. Furthermore, a QM trucking platoon,
whose function was restricted primarily to carrying F & L, was attached to CC"B"
who directed that these trucks be made available to TFA when the situstion warrant-
ed, refueling on the merch.

It was discovered that during an engagement, the men consumed less than the
normel retion. The Ten-in-One ration proved to be most satisfactory and suitable.
In the Ten-in-One ration, the #4 menu was found most desirable and was least avail-
able, if at all.

Ammmition presented no aggravated problems in-as-much as the amount carried
in the basic loud was sufficient to meect all the needs of the Task Force. However,
the demand for incendiary grenades exceeded the supply at all times.

In general, considering the distance involved, the heavy equipment stood the
test of endurance very well. The Ford V-8 engine was found to be superior to the
Continental radial engine. Chevron type tracks proved to be more effective than
block type tracks on the M-4 tank. The Medical Detachment usually exhsusted their
water supply required in the treatment of the wounded. A 250 gallon water trailer
is needed to overcome this problam.

RESTRI(~ | U0
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After Action Report for Month of Aug 44 Cont'd

The collection and evacuation of PW's presented a serious problem. Disposition
of PW's in fast moving situetions presented a problem for assault echelons, for
frequently platoons accumulated PW's for whom they had no transportation for evec-
ueting such to the rear.

Frequently, the supply trains of the Task Force were subjected to haracsing
enemy action, mostly smell arms fire, which necessitated the assignment of & light
tank section for their protection.

Success of any operation is dependent, to & gre=t extent, ujon the zggressive
leadership of officers snd non-commissioned officers, znd the speed i.ith which
success is realized varies in direct proportion to the initiative and ingenuity
6:own by non-commissioned officers «nd junior officers.

During the first month of combat the value of our long end intensive training
was many times demonstruted. Tactics and techniques developed «nd precticed in
meneuvers proved to be besicsally sound. A4t the end of this period the unit w.o con-
fident of its «hiliby ws . Jijwbiag Tore .

LEROY H. ANDERSON,
Lt Col., Inf.,
Commznding.

/
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SUBJECT 3 After Action Report for Month of September 1944

70 s The Adjutant General, Washington, D. C.
' (Thru Channels)
In compliamce with Par 10 (C3) AR 345-105, the followi.nx After Action Report
is submitted.

Campaign of "Western Europe”.
Commending Officers:

Lt Col LeRoy H. Anderson, Inf., 0239452, Bn Commender
Capt Ralph R. Power, Cav., 01011841, Hq Co
Capt Weldon W. Wilson, Inf., 01010603, Co "B", evacuated
1500, 19 Sept 44.
1st Lt John G. Jonmasch, Cav., 01010823, Co -"B", assumed
command 1500, 19 Sept 44.
1lst Lt Robert M. McNab, Inf., 01013050, Co "B", assumed
* commend 0900, 20 Sept 44.
! Capt William L. Guthrie, Inf., 01011984, Co "C" -
' Capt Harold M. Schiering, Inf., 01012466, Co "D¥ ,
Capt Victor W. Markov, Inf., 0452178, Sv Co
Capt Arthur Stern, MC, 01690488, Med Det.

Losses in action this month were considersbly higher than in August; One
(1) officer and Thirty-Six (36) EM killed in action; Three (3) officers and Eighty
(80) EM wounded in action and evacuated; no personnel were reported missing in
action nor captured. Replacements consisting of One (1) officer and Sixty-Four
(64) BM were received during the month.

The enemy encountered during the first half of the month, prior to the
entry into Germany, consisted largely of small units which were disorganized,
confused, poorly equipped and, with the exception of the few SS troops, offered
little resistance. The enemy action was largely a rear guard delaying action.
Being forced to withdraw so rapidly, they had very little time to prepare adequete
defenses. Except for destroying bridges, very little advantage was taken of nat-
ural obstacles. A small amount of enemy armor was encountered during this period.
Most of the armor seemed to be more interested in withdrawing than fighting.
About the middle of this month the Task Force entered Germeny for the first time.
The troops encountered in this sector of the Siegfrled Line were of a very low
caliber, poorly equipped but were apparently very czpably led. These troops were
gemerally in very poor physical condition, meny of them having been recently
discharged fromthe hogspit:l at Trier, however due to their large numbers and the
quality of their leadership they constituted a formidable force. Some mines were
used by the enemy during this period to block roads. During the time the Task
Force was in Germany a large amount of enemy artillery was encountered. On a
number of occasions it wus noticed that when hostile artiliery hud registered
on = area and it was expected that they would fire for effect,
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After Action Report for ‘wonth of Sept 44 Contt'd Tof

they ceased firing. During this period the enemy made scme use of their ermor,
usually firing from concealed positions and immediately moving to & new position
or into hiding. No air activity was observed during Sept. ibout 500 enemy were
captured end about 950 killed during the month of September.

During the first few days of the month TFA continued on the same mission &s
in August - pursuit snd exploitstion. During the balsnce of the month the unit
engeged in out-posting the Luxembourg-Germeny border :nd in e mission to test the
strength and fortificaticns of the Siegfried line and to draw in the enemy forces so
as to relieve the pressure in otner sectors of the line.

1 Sept 44 found the Tesk Force on the road heading North for the Belgien border
near Conde, France. Head of the column w:s halted near Remy by heavy machine gun
fire =t 2030. It was extremely dark and neither terrain nor enemy dispositions
could be determined. However the Tesk Force was ordered to advance regurdless of
opposition. The advance guard deployed and attempted to move forward but flares
and & burning smmunition pile illuminated them so that two half tracks were taken
under fire and destroyed by AT guns. The enemy also had ctnipers e¢nd bazookas in
this position. In accordance with orders, attempts were m:de throughout the night
to mske a way thru or around the position but reconnsissance petrols became lost
and could not operate in the darkness so that the whole nights labor was to no
avail. Just before dawn the enemy withdrew and we were entbled to proceed.

Orders to continue the attack in the daurk cost the leading company 2 helf
tracks destroyed und one demuged, 11 enlisted men killed, eight enlisted men
wounded and both officers of the advance gw.rd wounded.

No progress was made and only one German was killed. It is believed th. t
exorbit:nt toll will always be peid for any such ettemyt to :dvunce in the derk
over unknown terrain against an unknown enemy positicn.

The destinetion was re:ached on 3 Sept 44. After reaching Conde the surround-
ing areas were cleared, capturing about 250 of the enemy, Sixty-Nine (69) Two
horse teams, wagons and saddle horses. The enemy put up light resistance.

Letving Conde 4 Sept 44, the unit marched South thru France turning East ot

- Douzy, across Belgium to Kopstal, Luxembourg, arriving there on- 10 Sevt 44. In

Luxembourg light rosd blocks consisting of felled trees, which wére not covered by
fire or mined, were encountered. These :ere pushed aside cnd the colum cont-
inued to zn uscembly erea North of Diekireh, Luxembourg. Enroute resistance consis-
ting of & 20mm Flak gun =nd Two (2) high velocity 75mm AT gun W#.S encountered.

These were destroyed and the Rcn platoon took Four (4) prisoners.

In the urea North’of Diekirch the Task Force put on = show of strength ulong
the German border and reconnaissance patrols entered Germany on 1l Sept 44, in the
vicinity of Stulzenberg. They were the first American soldiers to enter Germany.
Enemy troops were observed from the high ground overlooking the Siegfried line =
and our troops harassed them in the viecinity of Obereisenbuch until 16 Sept 44
when the unit entered Germany in force. Entering at Wallendorf cnd going ss far

s Hommerdingen, well inside the fortifications of the Siegfried line.

(o

During the first few days in Germeny the gap in the Siegfried line was wide-
ned. The enemy was routed out of their fortified positions, initivlly encounter-
ing helf hesrted resistence which incressed until ve found the enemy determinea
end willing to fight and fight hard. The Tenk-Infantry teems destroyed m ny pill-
boxes end bunkers. That pert of the Buttalion thit remsained in the bivounc cres
received artillery fire zlmost continuously. Celibers ranged from 8cm to l5cm.
Enemy fire from the North, East, znd South came from concesled vositions. Seve:sl
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high-velocity cunnons fired into the area using direct fire. Several artillery
~missions were ceiled for as counter-battery fire. Our as.ault guns znd Mortars
suuported the Assault on the pillboxes. The attached tank-destroyers fired direct-
ly into hostile positions in Neidersgegen and Ammeldingen. An enemy artillery
battery wus silenced. Prisoners of War stated that a good many of the enemy would
surrender if e would sssure them that they would not be killed. A public address
system was requested from Higher Headquarters but arrived too late. PW's attempt-
ed to surrender to our forces several times and .erc 1 'a1 upon by other members
of their ~am Tirces. On 19 September the Task Force, in conjunction with Tesk
Force Gilson covered the withdrewal of CC"R" and ell artillery tcross the Gay and
Our rivers into Luxembourg. On 20 September the Battulion covered the withdrawel
of TFG scross the border, remsining with Combst Command Hesdguarters, the only
elements of the division on Germ:.n soil. By the evening of 20 Sept the Task Force
hed lost six tenks and three half tracks, and had sufrered heavy casualties.
Th:t evening the whole force wes pulled in and organized into & tight defensive
cosition on top of hill 375 between Niedersgegen and Ammeldingen. This included
crep:red morter end artillery concentrations with 211 tuanks and TD's, supported by
every «veileble soldier including infentrymcn, engineers =nd clerks dug in in a
cordon around the perimeter in enticipetion of & night ettuck oruttempted infil-
tretion by the numerous Germen forces which hcd pressed close to our position.

No &ttack came during the night but et duybresk 21 September, in = heavy fog,
with visibility only e few yards, an infantry attsck cume from the Scuth und Eust

g=inst the sector held by Hewucguarters Compeny and "B" Company. Protective fires
vere luid down, cnd because the jerimeter wus tightly organized our soldiers re-
meined in their foxholes .nd shot :nyone vwho came into sight thru the fog. No
senetrotion of our lines w s m.de and the attack was bezten off with an estimated
40 Germens killed. 1 Ph was tuken. ALrtillery and Mortar fire wes rgceived most of
the day from NE, E, and S. Duds vere identified &s 105mm, 120mm (mortar) 150mm.
Some rockets vere fired into the areu by the enemy and high veloeity weipon fired in
our direction from the South. Enemy infiltrzted into woods zdj:cent to the cree
-nd haed to be cleared out several tlwes. Iuring the .fo2rmon . vary large

2-.1ih:» sagpon (poesibly & reilway gun) fired in our direction but the rounds
linded = thoucend yzrds to the North. One rocund was observed to m:ke a direct -
hit on on eremy infzntry cosition. PW stated that we might expect cn attack at
eny time andfrom any direction. Friendly aircraft bombed and strafed hostile pos-
itions and silenced many of the enemy artillery guns. Alr reported destroying
four railway guns and several artillery batteries. The Tenk-Infantry tezms cont-
inued to reduce eneay fortifications and clear the nearby woods of enemy infantry.
The job of clearing thewoods was continuous as the enemy always infiltrated back.
Throughout the 21st the Task Force concentrated on protecting itself in the face of
a hesvy und continuous artillery attack and contlinuous infantry pressure. Several
small infantry attacks were repulsed, including enemy infantry infiltration with
bazookas. Enemy kept pressing in all dsy although he sustained very heavy cas-
ualties. Fifteen enemy tanks at Nelidersgegen, which were preparing to assault our
position, were either destroyed or immobilized by friendly air activity. It was
estimated that two regiments of hostile artillery were in the vicinity, part of
which was self-propelled. It is also estimated that a major portiom of the 19th
GAF Division wzs in Beisdorf and elements of several other divisions were in the

~immediate vicinity.

The overextension of our defenses was aggravated by heavy casualties and it
was impossible to hold any outpost line. Outposts and road blocks were frequently
isolated. Psatrols of tanks and infantry a few hundred yards from the main position
were used to clear out infiltrating German detachments. Shortly before dark such
a patrol clesred the corridor from hill 375 to the-ford ut Wallendorf. This pat-
rol reported killing about fifty German infantryman at least helf of whom were

armed with bazookss. The action of this patrol undoubted ntributed to the ‘31{
~ \-r—’('qa"‘*‘?" T *'?‘ﬁ e
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successful withdrawal that night. About dark an aid man looking for our wounded
stumbled into & Germen CP in a concealed pillbox under hill 375 which we occupied.
This Headquarters detachment commanded by a Captain end including several lieut-
enznts, was within three minutes walk of the Task Force CP but it wts too derk to
organize a party to reduce it.

Orders for the withdrawal from Germany were issued at 2100, 21 Sept and the
Task Force withdrew during the night and early morning, encountering light small
arms fire, interdicting artillery fire and direct fire from & high velocity weapon
in the vicinity of Wallendorf. By daylight on the 22nd the unit was in bivousc
in the vicinity of Stegen, Luxembourg and remained there for three days. Om 25
Sept orders were received to move to the vicinity of Gilsdorf, Luxembourg to out-
post the Luxembourg-Germaen border over an extended area. This mission was continued
until the end of the month.

SUMMARY

The operations during the first part of the month closely parelled those of
August; pursuing and exploiting. The latter part of the month TFA put on a dem-
onstration of strength along the German border and entered Germany omn & mission to
test the strength of the Siegfried Line end to draw enemy forces away from other
,sectors in order to assist other operutloms.

When operating against pillboxes it is necessary to completely demolish them

/ in order to prevent the enemy from infiltrating back and remaining there.

Armor should keep moving. When forced to assume  defensive or holding pos-
itions enemy artillery, mortar and AT weapons can be brought to bear and casuulties
mount disproportionately. This can be partially offset by local tank counterattacks
but the enemy concentrates mines and AT fires about the occupied position, making
such counterattacks very costly to us. In the last three days on Germsn soil in
the vicinlty of Wallendorf, the Task Force suffered more casualties than in the
entire campaign across France, Belgium and Luxembourg.

Good infantry support is necessary to hold ground and keep supply lines open.

Armor is very sensitive to weather conditions. Poor weather with the resultant
mud can hamper tank operations and an extended period of bad weather can make the
use of armor nearly impossible, as well as basically umsound.

Operation of tanks and infantry units must be closely coordinated, as almost
every hostile group 1s equipped with hand AT weapons. In order to neutralize
these weapons, tank and Infantry should be married or inter-mingled down to the
smallest umit almost permanently, being sepsrated only for specialized operations
and then only for short perlods of time.

Attaching the Assault guns fror the companies to the Assauit gun platoon in
Headquarters company to meke up & six gun firing battery was found to be a most
effective way of using these weapons. This nucleus of operation hes been found to
increase the fire power of the support echelon. Having a 105 Howitzer battery us
an integral part of the Task Force has proved invaluable on several occasions.

Telephonic communication in static situations, particularly between outposts
and CP's, proved to be a valuable contribution to our defense plan and was used to
supplement normal radio commmication (SCR 506 wund 508).

The air supported our operation in Germany very closely und the effectiveness
of eircraft in neutralizing enemy formations and in helping to maintain the morsale
of ground troops cannot be over-stressed. Other supporting units, ie, Tank Des-
troyers and Engineers were under the control of CC"B" and were used to advantage
several times.

Supply functioned well even though TFA was cut off for more than 60 hours and
at times it was necessary to use armored personnel carriers for supply transport.

e w - 35
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Equipment is generally sdequate, but we lack & gun to cope with the heavier
Germzn tenks. A higher caliber gun vith & very high velocity and smokeless prop-
ellznt cherge cculd be very favorably emnloyed.

Succesgs of sny operztion is dependent to = grest extent upon the aggressive
lezdership of officers :¢:nd Nen-Commissioned officers, and the speed with which
success is realized viries in direct pronortion to the initiative and ingenuity
shorn by Non-Commissioned officers and junior officers.

The Battslion enterea this period well trained and battle-tested. New sit-
uctions vere met with enthusissm and it weas sroven thet even in an sedverse sit-
uztion the Baticlion could overcome fanetical resistence. The unit is now &
well discipliined, experienced end confiacent fighting force.

LEROY H. ANLERSON,
Lt COl., Info 9
Commznding.
2-Incls:
S-2 Journal
S-3 Journsl




l. RN A A o] BEAE At o NPT ET RS RES SS R ARt T F LR T

J—“‘w o A ..Lka e san? }.} -'(" TRCRET %

T * Auth: Itr Tq Sth AD *

_ * 10 Cet 44 *

% - . . *

HEADQUARTERS 8lst TANK BATTALION ggiZfdii;déZ%%ii._. .
APO No 255 T -
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U.S. Army
SUBJECT: After Action Report for Month of October 1944

70 : The Adjutant Gemeral, Washington, D.C. ' <
(Thru Channels)

In complience with Par 10 (C3) AR 345-105, the following After Action Report
is submitted.

Campaign of "Nestern Europe" .
Commanding Officers:

Lt Col LeRoy H. Anderson, Inf., 0239452, Bn Commander
Capt Ralph R Power, Cav., 01011841, Hq Co/8lst

1st Lt Robert M. McNab, Inf., 01013050, Co B/8lst
Capt Arthur J. Elmore, Inf., 050138, Co B/15th

Capt Willism L. Gughrie, Inf., 01011984, Co C/8lst
Capt Armand W. Gardner, Inf., 0452315, Co C/15th
Capt Harold M Schiering, Inf., 01012466, Co D/8lst
Capt Victor W. Markov, Inf., 0452178, Sv Co/8lst

Capt Arthur Stern, MC, 01690488, Med Det/8lst

Losses in action None.

The only action during October 1944 consisted of outposting a sector of the
Germany-Luxembourg Border northwest of Wallendorf, Germany. No actual contuct
was made with eneny. On 2 October 1944 the Task Force was relieved by an
Infantry Battaliqnm.

There was no\further action during the month of October 1944.

i

Lt Col., Inf.,
- Commanding

l-Inols:
S-3 Journal

IMA’)
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HEADQUARTERS 81ST TANK BATTALION  j Imitialst -

A.P,0, #255 Dater 6 Dec bt o . @ s

UoSo Army
SUBJECT: After Action Report for Month of November 1944.

TO "t The Adjutant General, Washington, D.C.
(Thru Channels)

In complience with Par 10 (C3) AR 345-105, the following After
Action Report is submitted. :

Campaign of "Western Europe".

Commanding Officers:

Lt Col LeRoy H. Anderson, Inf., 0239452, Bn Comdr
Capt Ralph R, Power, Cav., 01011841, Hg Co :
Capt Robert M, McNab, Inf., 01013050, Co "A"
Capt Weldon W. Wilson, Inf., 01010603, Co "B"
Capt William L, Guthrie, Inf., 01011984, Co "C"
Capt Victor W, Markov, fnf., 6452178, Sv Co
Capt Marion B. Hook, MC, 0418969, Med Det "
Capt harold b. ochiering, Inf., 01012466, Co "D
Losses in action None,
9
D

During the period 1 Nov to 10 Nov 1944 this Battalion was not
in direct contact with the enemy but was in support of the Infantry
and Field Artillery. ‘

" The Mortar Platoon was attached to the Mortar Flatoon of the S~

15th armd Inf Bn to form a six gun battery. This battery remained
in position near the front lines at Hoffen, Germany and fired an -0
average of five or six missions daily. As mortar ammunition was
not readily available, only targets of sufficient importance were \\)
taken under fire, -

The Assault Gun Platoon was under the control of and fired in
support of the 95th F.A. Bn. Mogst of the firing was interdiction
firing of about fifty (50) rounds daily. Some of the firing was
"time on target”.

One platoon of medium tanks wers in direct support of the 15th
Armd Inf Bn at Hoffen, Germeny. This plstoon did no firing; but
were insirumental in helping to locate enemy artillery by sound and
flash. These tanks were left in position; but the crews were chang
ed every two days, .

One medium tank company was under the control of and fired in
support of the 400th F.A, Bn. About four hundred (400) rounds per
day were fired, most of which was interdiction firing. The last
few days in this position the tank-dozers from each company and &n
Engineer bull-dozer were used to dig the tanks in on the firing line
to protect them from enemy artillery and to get the maximum elevat-
ion. The tank cowpanies were rotated every two days to give szch
company maximum ex3..risnce in firing. Very light counter-battery éz
fire was receivsd. \C%)c;
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After Action Report for the lionth of November 1944 (cont)

The light tank company, supported b{ the I and R Platoon,
was given the mission of guarding three (3) bridges and a hydro-
eleotric plant, and preventing enemy infiltration. No enemy
activity was encountered; but some enemy artillery landed in the
area, .

On 11 Nov 1944 the unit moved from this area and had no

further contact with the enemy during the month.
Radio silence was maintained throughout the month, -

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1, When supporting the Field Artillery with indirect fire
each medium tank company should have a minimum of eight (8)
field telephones instead of the five (5) now authorized.

2. The medium tank companies could well be used to a greater
extent in the role of supporting artillery during somewhat
static situations.

3., The absence of rield telephones in the TE of the Assault
Gun Platoon and Mortar Platoon seriously hampers the operation of
these platoons,

4. The tank-dozer is a valuable plece of equipment for digging
emplacements; but cannot be used enough to warrant having more
than one (1) per medium tank company. The tank with dozer should
be in addition to tanks of the line as the dozer seriously affects
the operation of the tank in combat.

& Incls:
Incl 1-5-3 KHecord of cvents
Incl 2-Overlay
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- s<SECRET $
P\ ‘ sAuths CG 5th Armd Diwvs
: HEADQUARTERS 5TH ARMORED DIVISION tInitialss L= Q. 8
AFO No 255 :Dates 9 Nov 44 s
Ue Se Army g18ss3s888300s8828s808888828

319.1 GNNJG 9 November 1944.

SUBJECTs Action Against The Enemy, Reports Aftere O?
TO s The Adjutant General, War Department, Washington, D. C.' (("ﬁ »
THIU ¢ Commanding General, V Corps, APO 305, Ue S« Army.
Iransmitted herewith Action Against the Enemy Report forfw_ .
__Battalione-5th Armored Division for the month of Uctobsr 1544.

For the Commanding General; ‘-

Vs %% '% §
‘fg; T,

Lte Gole, Ae G. Do,
Ad jutant General.

.

1 Incl.
Report for Oct 4.
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HEADQUARTERS 81ST TANK BATTALION
A.P,0, #255
U.S, Army

SUBJECT: After Action Report far Month of December 1944

T0 ¢ The Adjutant General, Washington, D.C,
"~ (Thru Channels)

In complience with Par 10 (C3) AR 345-105, the following
After Action Report is submitted:

Campaign of "Western Europe",
Commanding Officers:

Lt Col LeRoy H. Anderson, Inf,, 0239452, Bn Comdr
Capt Ralph R. Power, Cav., 01011841, Hq Co -

Capt Robert McNab, Inf,, 01012050, Go "A" (evacuated
14 Dec 44 at 1700

Capt Donald Hearl, Cav.,, 0315739, Co "A" (assumed
command 14 Dec 44 at 1700)

Capt Weldon W. Wilson, Inf,, 01010603, Co "B"

Capt William L, Guthrie, Inf,, 01011984, Co "C"
Capt Harold M, Schiering, Inf,, 01012466, Co "D"
Capt Victor W. Markov, Inf., 0452178, Sv Co

Capt Marion B, Hook, MC, 0418969, Med Det

Losses in action were rather heavy. Two (2) Officers and
three (3) enlisted men were killed in action, and three (3)
Officers and twent/~five (25) enlisted men were wounc ed and
evacuated, One (1) Officer and one (1) enlisted man became
combat exhausted and were evacuated,

The enemy forces encountered in the thirteen days of action

(10 Dee to 23 Dec 44 incls) consisted mostly of small forces of
well dug-in infantrymen. Several high velecity AT weapons were
encountered; and there was constant heavy artille¢ry and mortar
fire. ZEnemy forces held high ground across the Roer River,
southeast of our objectives, From this vantage point they had
excellent observation which resulted in accurate artillery and
mortar fire. It was difficult to locate these gun positions,

Enemy alrcraft were active over the area intermittently
during the entire operation, but had no marked affect,

Co "D" whs attached to CC"B"™ Lg for security, supply, and
evacuation,

During the assault, platoons of medium tanks from the line
corpanlies were attached to and supported companies of the 15th
AIB and the 2nd Bn of the 330th Inf Regt, 83rd Div, However it
was not a married formation,

i ;21461 \"/ TS ll.i.llll:ﬂ§=.
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After Action Report For Dec 1944 (oont,])

The Mortar Platoon was attached to the 15th AIB. These three
guns, plus the three guns from Hq Co 15th AIB, formed a six-gun
battery which proved very effective, _

The Assault Platoon was not commitled as there was an abundance
of artillery, from other units, supporting the attack,

Line companies rotated platoons about every other day during
the operation to give relief to the personnel on front lineduty,
and to give them an opportunity to service guns and vehicles,

During thé operation 13 Dec, the 15th AIB, supported by our
medium tenks, attacked on the right flank and abreast the 2nd Bn
of the 330th Inf Regt who was operating on the right sector of CC"A",

- On the morning of 13 Dec two platoons of tanks, Co c/8l1, moved
up to join the 2nd Bn of the 330th Inf Regt at Strass. At Schaf-
berg, enroute to Strass, one platoon of tanks, Co ¢c/81, encountered
direct fire from high velocity guns. Three tanks were hit and
burned and the turret of another was jammed by an ememy shell.

Tenks were unable to deploy from the road as the area was Vvery
heavily mined. About noon the operation was discontinued and anoth-
er assault was made the following day.

Capt Robert McNab, C.0, Co "A", was wounded .and evacuated 14
Dec., Capt Donald Hearl, S-3 8lst Tank Bn, assumed cormand of Co "A"
at 1700 14 Dec 1944. ' :

On 14 Dec Maj Francis McNamara returned to duty and resumed
duties as Battalion S=3 Operations. v

During the morning of 15 Dec the first objective--the woods
west of Bergheim, Germany was taken by the 15th AIB supported by
tanks from the 8lst Tank Bn. At this objective six enemy 75mm AT
weapons and two 88mm AT weapons were found unmanned. Two of these
guns had been destroyed, one by Co B/8l amd one by Co C/81, the
previous day. The enemy had excellently dug-~in positions at this
place; but had evidentally evacuated the area. During this operat-
ion three of our tanks were knocked-out by ‘enemy mines. The second
objective--the town of Berghelm, was taken during the late after-
noon of the same day by the 2nd Bn of the 330th Inf Regt supported
by tanks from the 8lst Tank Bn. The following morning the final
objective-=-high ground southeast of Bergheim overlooking the Roer
River, was teken by the 85th Ren Sq Mech supported by tanks from
Co's B and C/81l. .

The period from 17 Dec to 21 Dec consisted chiefly of outpost-
ing and securing the ground already gained. Enemy patrols were
quite active against these positions just before daybresk; but all
patrols were driven off,




A
After Action Report i _

Evacuation of vehicles, which were disabled, was found to be too
costly in personnel as the enemy had each vehicle marked as a concen-

tration; a:d noise made at these positions always brought down heavy
fire, ‘

On 22 Dec the 2nd Bn, 330th Inf Regt, supported by tanks from Co
B/81, wes given the mission of clearing enemy from Undermaubach. The
town was entercecd about 0830. The German garrison retired to the houses
and basements and thelir artillery end morters started to shell *he town.
This fire continued throughout the operation so that our infantry was
forced to utilize the security of bulldings; exceptins when actually
moriing=-up or handling prisoners. About 35 percent more than the basic
load of 73mm amuiuniti on was carried and expended. As each house was
reauced by direct short range fire of AP, HE, and Wr the surviving
occupants generally surrendered under a uhite flag. One hundred seventy
two {172) eneiy were taken prisoner during the day; and about the same
nunber wcere Killed., The platoon leader's tank wes struck by a bazooka

round but was still able to operate. The town was in our hands by
1600 the saue day.

All personnel frowm the 8lst Tank bBn waes relieved end receall Q
to the Battalion assembly area on 23 Dec., No further contact wa
made with the enemy during the nmonth,

OONCLUSIONS

spproaches to the line of departure for an assault, and the line
of depariure 1tself, must not be assumed to be free of enany resist-
ance unless such terrain is actually held by frieadly troops.

tnewy minefields must always be assumed to be present, on ter-
rain in which twnks are operating when in hostile country, until
raths for tanks have actually been cleared of mines,

Better coumunication is necessary between the tank platoon
lesder and tiie infantry platoon leader,

RECOMMENDATIONS

There should be a provision in the TE of the Assault Gun and
. ortar .latoons for wire communication. In static situatlions or
situations where nobllity is not a leading factor we have found that
radio 1s ot very satisfactory. The radio SGK 309 is too bulky end
heavy to Lz carried to an OF, A telejhione is the only satisfactory
soLluti oui.

at least a _latoon of ingineers should always be with a tank
vzttalion wien it ie in contact with tihe enemy, for the purpose of
clearing mines; and additional kngineers should be available on
call.
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After Action Report For Dec 1944 (cont)

A tank with rotary mine-exploder attachment should be perman-
ently a part of the tank battalion, and other vehicles of this
type should be available on call,

It is recommended that the platoon leader's tank have a phone
located on its rear and wired into the interphone of the tank so
that the infantry platoon leader can talk with the tank platoon
leader, This has been tried and proved successful; but due to the
lack of equipment this system cannot be put into practice,

Better communication between tanks and the dismounted infantry,
with which they are working, 1s essential. A possible solution to
this problem is to provide the tank platoon leader with an SCR 536

"Handy-talkie" radio.
%. Al‘;%}IiSON
Lt/ Col

., 1nf,
Companding

4 Incls:
S=-3 Record of Events
S=3 Journal
S«2 Journal
Overlays
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HEADUARTERS 81ST TANK BATTALION

A.P.0, #255
U.S. Army

SUBJECT: After Action Report for Month of January 1945

TO ¢ The Adjutant General, Washington, D.C.
{Thru Channels).

In compliance with Par 10 (C3) AR 345-105, the following
After Action Report is submitted:

Campaign of "Western Europe".

Commanding Officers:

Ly Col LeRoy H. Anderson, Inf,, 0239452, Bn Comdr
Capt Ralph R. Power, Cav., 01011841, Eq Co

Capt Weldon W. Wilson, Inf., 01010603, Co B/8l

1st Lt Warren A. Hedlin, Inf., 0441290, Co B/15 AIB
Capt William L. Guthrie, Inf., 01011984; Co C/81

1lst Lt Robert H. Hoffman, Inf., 0131445, Co C/15 AIR
(Commanded this company until 3 Jan 45)

Capt Jack Rice, Inf., 0413169, Co C/15 AIB éor‘
(Assumed Cor:.and of this company 3 Jan 45) o S
Capt Harold k. Schiering, Inf., 01012466, Co D

Capt Victor W, Markov, Inf,., 0452178, Sv Co

Capt Marion B. Hook, MC, 0418969, Med Det N

Losses in action None.

This Unit was not in contact with the enemy at any time
during the month of January 1945.

o ~rT

CLASSIIC AT  ¥ANtUJ.TO:
RFESTRICTED

UTHOZY% z//ﬁDF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL i ‘
£ 1940, Commanding

WNGRADING COMMITTEE [ (4

Y,
1-Incl: . % .
S-3 Record of Events ‘ " ‘
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SUTIHCT: After 4ction Rerort Tor lLonth Of TFebrusry 1945.

=
o

The adjutant Gerneral, Sjachin-ton
(Thiru Chaennels)

In compliancs witi: rar 10(C3) al545-1C5, ¢ .« tollowing
After Actiop xenort ig¢ subicitted:

Campaign of Miestern Lurope”.
Corumending Officers:

Lt Col LeRoy Il saceroon, Inf 0239452, In Conndr,.

Cart Rzlph R Jower, Cuv, 0101141, Lo Co.

Capt Weldon w wile on, ;nf 0101bovb. Co T/el.,

lct Lt Verren 4 Jedlin, Inf, 0441290, Co 3/10 al5,
Cept williew L Juthrie, Inf, C “1011084 Co C¢/c1,
Capt Jack Rice, Inf, 0413169, Co 3/15 AI3

Capt Victor W i.ariov, Inf, 0452178, ov Co.

N

Caept liarion 3 ook, 1.C, 0418909, I.¢d Det,

nwote:s Turoucsiout tlis ore:ction So A/S1 w.o toeied to the
15tk Armd Inf Bn (2 <k Jorce ch<1u.wn) Co mMam ond Co "C" 15t
Ariad Inf 3n were attachied to the 8lot Teak In (Toik Tercee ander-or)
as of 1 Jan 1945; end Co D/8L wus wnder thie control of L Jorlab
Com .and "BT",

Tais urit wee not in contoet vwiti tio eawpy duric £ ¢ yeriod
1l Feb to 25 Feb 1845,

Losscs in acticn weire not too “eavy contiderir- thie t e of
action, oix (6) enlirted nen were killed in wction, two (2) ofri
ers ond thirty-nine (39) enlisted iien were wounded snd evacuyu\d.
.0 perzcnnel wee reported missing or cantured.

Toe eneny encountered durin. tie reriod &6 Ieb to ZE ¥e¢b con-
cisted lar_ely of siwll unite fro: the 1leéth ¢nd 130th .z Jiv ond
miscellaneous wrtillery unite well equlipred viti: znti-tonk ond 11t
enti-uircraft weapons, Axtill.ry ud no:t r fire encouwaster.d wos
modercte, «id suwell arue Iire vas very lictt ss tiie 1nfentry eitisr
witidrev or surrendersd, Ti.ie “ntl-u“ih fire wuse :ffﬂctivs but would
protably kave been pmors so if the ~un positlions Rl o well or rnized

infuitry defense., Anti-tonk rines were sncounterdd on 2; Feb i

several well prepared ficlde and several veiicles were daugoed. It

s.smed apparent that cur speed of movement prevented any extensive y/

use of mines., Air activity was light and held mostly to reconnaiss- . 4

ance. DBecause of the overcast and low ceiling no fightur cuprort

was svailable until the last hours of action. 3Seversl borbs were

dropped but no casualties or damage resulted. Lnemy armor consist-\ *

ed mostly of £.1'.A.T ~uns cand were overwhelmed «t all ticies, Dur-

in  t.is puriod wbouvt eifhity (80) of tl. eresy vere A\l—-il‘o‘““"ﬂz«‘YRUt ¥
S “ [ 1
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After Action Report For February 1945 (cont.)

five hundred (500) priconers were taken, Only o fov of t0r.¢ 2ricon=-
crs were procsssed by our S-2 for intellisence nwr“o",: the Dhrlovce
being turncd over to the 1028nd Inf Div,

During 1s actlon enemy infTormation wos vory 008 -nd fef
overprints s owin- the latuct fortificotions and airial rhotos,
of part of tlc¢ erea we wvere to work in, were avail: Hlc. Swecornalce-
ance elements wele on our exnoced flink ord kept us informed rother
well, The civilion population didn't prec.nt -ny pronlen .o Trey
mov<d to tic rear ceross fielde, leavins ths rozds cle-T. In no cuce
did tzey prove loctile,

On the evenins of 85 February 1945 T ok Lovce snderson (T.T.4.)
crogs-d tie Roer River in tihc vieinity of Linnich, & rmiany »nd pro-
cesded to an sssenbly poclition Ilertiy ot rottorf, Terrsnv.

Ordcrs werce Treceived ot 0430 Lours 23 Yeb 45 for un attzck on
four objectives to thce Yorth and 2ausxt of Lrkeloenz in conjuncticn
with an attack on Kuckl:oven end Erkelonz by tiie 1028ad Iuf Div,

F.0. #20, Iy GQC"E", b5th 4D, 26 ¥Feb 4D, (conpy att-ched) orfer:d
T.F.A., to atteck on order und ° Tock oll treffic Torth cud L oTEl ki
of krxelenz, One platoon “/;2 Encineers wor attic.ocd ags of C&CO for
tlie operition. Tal towns of llauthausen, “ockoersth, Torhc ., .nd ler- !
nekratih were ~iven cg objectives viiiire £ ¢ troffie wis td Lo cut.

T..¢ o talion Coir cider acconivlied isg coun.nmy co.. oo o wnd
icgu.d i.is orderg at 0300. Iis ~ler was to br.ook down Bis tvo !

married compenics into four Trsii Toreccs, e€:ch under a Coiony Conzard-
er and accign to ecch sn objiccetive, Theo commozition ci (oce’ Fores

was left to the discretion of tlie two Co . endin- CffWChii cf ¢’

pair of marricd corpanies, with b crovicion tiiot & i m1l-toon

be prepered o suwpport el ooosuls,  THS - latoon Vol
s¢t up ini®izlly or to be conegtituted from Yl Tire oo Tove o
after attainin~ their objicctive., The iollowin: is ovn

and a:cirned obiectivecs of <eeh Tk TForec:

Tesk iorcc Wilson--2nd cnd 3rd nlatoons "B" Coroonisc rorri-d:
objective--Nennckrati: (#3); Teck Torce Tedlin--let -1-toonz "¢
Compqnlcc marricd plus the AT ‘_&toon- objective--ilout . cusn (Mi);
Tnsk T'orce Cutliirie--2nd »nlatoons "C® Conyanics warried; object -

LU LIV —-—
wockerath (#l); Task Iorce Rice-=3rd nlotoons "C" COMu&hlv- Larriod:
objective--Terlicey (7E€); tie 1lut platoon "C" Cogg:niel merris=qd "lus’
the "C" Company AT llatoon in coipany recerve aveilible upon c¢-1) to
either "C" Co.wuny Tusk Force.

Tl.e plen wue for Task Force Wilson to cross, on order, a liue
of departure (n..i...-:euir,of Road) wiich uad Deen secur.d b tle
406th Inf Regt and initiaily seize tke Villa es of VWey, ilof Roitz
and to keep under fire the Village of Berverath while Tesk Yoreces
Gutlhrie and iledlin assaulted thelr objectives <1mu+tﬂdcoa~ly Tek
Force Rice wuc to asscult its objlective upon occupaflon of #1. Tosgk
Force Viilson wee to be relieved of its initial objectives b 2 nlut-

‘ES’TRIC’“T*"’U 3275 15
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after Action Reoport For Fubruwry 1945 (cont,) :

oon of TD's froir Corpany "B", 628t TD Bn and thien, on order, attack
its objective., Tre Zattzlion nlan for lounc.ing of succecsive
attocks woe to so ord.r thew o to wlweys Iuve one Teek TForce aveil-

chle go Sattelion rogerve,

Thue terrain was vory flet znd, in good westher, c“Cc‘Weﬂt tank
cround. 1t aad reinod for thie two srevious doys cnd was reining the
day of the vttuck. Tie Tielde over wiilch thie forces ilad to move
were .ootly cultivated vwiich iade movement difficult, especially
Tor noli-tracks end wiheeled velhileles,

At 11060 htours ord.re were rcceived to cros he LD at 1200,
D el Torce wilgon - oved from tliic acsembly nonltion (022-692) and
crocced the LD nt 1205. In ioving up to the 1D tile hglf tracks be-

carne bowged so t.e iufocntry were nounted on the tanks. A mine field

on potlh sides of tie LD was cwncountercd throushi wihich they nesotizted o
witzout loss. A cr:oke scrcen wat laid on the town of Helzweller which
Ving effbctiV& to tie extent thcet it covered the crossiny of the LD
tlLouglh just e teo lesding wave reacled Wey an anti-tank zun, from

the V1cinity of Zolzweililewr, knocked out ti:e last tank of the "lead |
platoon, the Asgault Gun's Forwurd Obgerver's tank, and the first |
tank of the followins wave. An eneny tank and .several enti-tank guns
were observed and Tired upon. Iesults were not verified as after
action inspecction wsse not meade, tlhoush fire wae recelved from the
same vicinity later. The two vill z.es of ey and ITof Roitz were
cecured and Berverath wus brousht under fire by 1230.

Tesk Forces Gutirie and Hedlin crossed the LD at 1215, Guthrie
on ti:e left, Hcdlin on the rigat; both on the West of Wilson. One
tank, one lLalf treck, and oneredical 1/4 ton truck wers lost near

e LD due to mine aotion in the mine field which Task Force Wilson
had pass.d bhrough. AT fire fron the right flenk was heavy, but not
too accurate. Tersk Torce Guthirie occunied objective at 1330. Task
Forcc medlin l.ad one tunk disabled by AT fire from the right flank,
He secur:<d the objective by 1400 and reorganized his force. An
infantry dounter attack of platoon size came fron the vicinity of
Venrath, but was r.pulsed after the ener.y scouts had been captured,
During the nisht two lLostile tanke attempted to enter the village
(OchCth& ”4) One w.s disabled by bazooxa fire and tke other

witiidrew.

Task Force Rice crossed thie LD in rear of Gutiirie and csecured
objective #2 at 1430. The kalf tracks of the ruserve AT Platoon
bogred down in mud neer the LD and were xnocked out by AT fire from
the right. Tesk Torce Rice lost one half track to AT fire on his

approach. Tusk Force Cutirie was relieved at objective at 1500 by
a Dattelion fror the 406th Inf Regt., He proceceded with his forcs to
%2 where the marricd companies were reorganized,

Tzsk Force Wilson was relieved at 1330 by a platoon of TD's
from Covpeny "3", 628th TD Bn at Wey and Hof Roitz and was ordered
to attack #3 at 1345. Fe moved out without trouble and Just East of
#2 called for =n: 1neers wiiick were in rsserve ct the Battalion CT,
to lielp cleer passae OVLI the railroad into Lennekrath, 3B: fore Ib'

wngincers arrived ;.uk Force VWilscon gioved o
SECHFT -3-nI .L,QLSR%
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After Action Report For February 1945 (cont.)

1500. One tank was lost by AT fire from the Iiorth Esct., 4All obj-
ectives were taken and sscured and linked-up with the 406th Inf Regt,
on our left , Norta of Erkelenz by 163C. One platoon of TD's B/628
went into #4 to reinforce Tugk Force i'sdlin.

The Batilalion CP was roved iron the ee.enbly position to a
position in the vicinity of the Arssult Zun Platooxn where 1t revain-
ed throughout the operntion.

g

The evacuation of wounded bucame a serious problem dus to pho
fact that the terruin was practicelly impassable for wheelcd venicl-
eeg. The problem wae solved by securing & ze¢ction of ligh:t tunks
from CC"3" for evacuuticn of wounded.

The e¢nemy losses for this one day were about forty (40) killed,
two hundred fifty (250) prisoners, two (2) 7Sum AT guns destroyed,
and one (1) Mark IV tenk dcstroyed,

The losses in thiis Task Force were: three (3) tanks destroyed,
two (2) dissebled (lster recovered), four (4) half tracks destroyed,
four (4) helf tracks disabled (leter recovered), and one (1) 1/4
ton medicel peep desgtroyed,

During the night of 26 Feb the Battalion Comcander was cealled
to Hq CC"3" and there received orders for tie next day's action.
Field Order #21, Hq CC"B", Stk AD, 26 Feb 45 with attacked overlay
was recsived at 0010 27 Feb 45 (copies attached).

The Company Task Forces were to bes relieved (from the objectives:
atteined the previous cay) by the 406th Inf Regt as soon as poseible,
At 0700 CC"B" was to crotcs a LD running Last to ‘est on tue kNorth
of Mennekrath and secure the first objective-~the road and railroed
running eakt to west turu i Gladbach-Raecindahlen. Task Force Dick-
inson was to opncerate in the left zone and Task rorce aAndercon in thre
right zone, Rueindaklen bein:. inclusive to the latter. Inteimediate
reesistance was to be by-passed if necegsary.

Tne entire nicht was spent in resupnly and reorganizetion of tle
combat forces.. It wez irposszivle to secure enougl: ammunitior to
replace- all that expended during tlie day, even theush kitclien trucks
and all available venicles had becen T1ll<l with armmunition. HZowever
trains with available arcunition, gasoline, food, and water were
ascembled at Hottorf and then taken forward with considerable delay
because of the congestion on the roads causce. by tiic 1028nd Inf Div
and Corps Artillery traffic. Supplying of velhicles and ren was
coi.plcted at 0045. Kelief of Company Task Forces was corpleted at
0530 and Task Force Hedlin rejoined Tack Force Wilson at 0830. The
following plan of operation wes issued by S-3 for the Battalion
Com :ander, to the Company Coui cnders assembled et Terkees at 0400,
while their sup-lies were being distributed.

All action to be deployed cross-country with the infentry
nounted on the tanks, '"" Compeny married wa: to cross the 1D at

sl TR G T RICTID 17
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. After Action chort For Tebruary 1945 (cont.)

0700 and drivse for the Batitzlion objective by-passing resistance
wieIe niCessary. "C® Companies married were to follow on the same
axis protccting "B" Councnys' flank und rear so far as nossible

cnd be prepsr.d to support "B" Companies or Jo thiru them and contin-
ue thc’uttaCu. Astiult "un Battery,followed by Battalion Teudguart-

-re an. b oo Tortar "latooa, was to support the attack from close up
povin o with tlie stiuek ae it ~roareciued,

The fire plan vwas to put o hoavy concentration on Herrath
sturting at 0655 wnd lustin: until 1ifted by "B" Company. . It was
ti.en 50 De put on Rath and Buckholz and from thcere on call. Fire
Trom tic Asseult Gun Buttory wes by direct call frow any tenk hav-
ing a transmitter.

A Problew presented itcclf in that the supnly of armunition
could not be cccomplistcd becausc A.3.F.'s were still on the west
bank of 3Slhe Roer River and the traffic conditions would not allow
our traigs, wlick were now empty, to resupply us. Heweven ALl
tanks radl Leen 0dified to cu 3 at leact f£ifty (50) percent
20re shan the beeie load. This wes alicost all expended in the first
day's opcration and was only partielly replaced for this sscond
dey's od.ration. It wee imprecs.d upon all thnot conservsation of
amanition wac eccential,

"23n Coupsnics decidcd to cover Terrath and Rath with artillery
end dirsct fire znd meke 2 dash for Bucklolz as an intermediate
objective, reor esnizing there and movine on the main objective,
4t 0700 "3" Cormpanies married crosused the LD followed by "C" Com-
penics marrvied., The A¢cault Suns roved into posxition south of the
LD and Dregared to fire, Aliwost inuiedlztely upon crossing the LD
heavy eneny artillery and ortur fire wus received., AT and AA guns
fired cn both flenke from the towns of Rath and Herrath. Rcturn-
ing thie firc from both flanks with all weapons "B" Co:daniss pass-
cd thiru tae zap bctween the towns and assaulted and clsured Ruckholz
of wubout twenty (20) rrisoncers, The "B" Company AT rFlstoon was
orucred to clear Herrath and ¢id co capturing three (3) one hundred
twenty (120) mm mortars end firfty (50) priconers.

"ao" Coipaniec marri.d repldly reorganized in Fuckholz snd,
und er e vy fire :ro* AT sune on both flﬂnku, noved on Sittard,
seilrielere cnd Sittardieide.  Althouch ti:e lest two villages wire
out of Task Force zone, tlhelr overlapping defensec made it necesgs-
ary to acczult tlhuw glLultan;ously. A tank-infantry aszault took
ti.ese poslitions ot 0930, cnd hastily reorganized, with the loss of
one tunk 4lth;ubh menv :ore were hit. l.any German prisoners were
dug out of thc villazes and firing positions containing a battery
of light (105ixu) and Tacdiwa (170ra) artillery vith husge stocks of
arcaunition were overrun. Jezvy smnall arms fire was received from
tiie rignt flank. Teavy AT fire and a great deal of 20mm flak
was reccived from the vicinity of Rheindahlen., Heavy artillery
fire wac also falling in the vicinity. It 1s bselieved thot this
l.eavy fire was in praparation for a countcrattack since three (3)
sroups (fomty (40) to fifty (50) men each ) of German soldiers
cdvanced on tic position; but upon beins taxen undsr fire they all

surrendered,. -
MM T ST S TRICTT
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Tesk Yorce Dickinson's Force wou Y¢l  up sitortly aftir cross-
ing tae LD by bogsy sround and an AT ditch extenaing comploetely
across thec scctor. Tasey were forced ticrcfore to s jull buck and
follow TFA in ite scetor until toesc obsteclse: were by-pas ed.
Thurcforc tley were not sabreczt, s planned, cnd TTA wus broucat
under aeavy firs from both flanhs particularly .ro:rr tie town of
Reth. The first plztoon of "C" COL>any mnarried wes oraered to

clear tne euzst sdege of Rath ond aid so with 5 tank-inluntry ascault.
Four (4) nigh velocity 75mmm SPAT 1lcd by a ceptured Americcn 1ionht
tank withdrew irom the town to the North towurds Rheindaehlen. This
column of enemy tanks was thercfore on the iiain highway to 2"
Co.pany's left resr and abreast of "C" Company. Since thce diffic-
ulties and delay of TFD weie not known, 1t wce thousat tihet theco
tanks, one of which was identified az Anerican, were part of TFD
until tligy moved into position and opened *1rc on "C" Compainy.
In the resulting 7ire figit all eneny tanks were put out of «ction,
but two "C" Company tanks,wiich were enscesing AT gun positions on
th.e otlhier flank, were hit and burncd, .

As "B" Compuny's amr.unition, at this point, was about deplcted
"C" Conipany was ordered to ascault Riacindartlen,
' Fire of the As.uult Gune wug brousht to bear on suspect<d
tanks and AT guns in tre vicinity of Rheindallen, and an asrtillory
concentration wes laid on it. "C" Cowpanies moved on Rheiniahlun
es TFD, which had now coiie abreast on the left flank moved
forward. euvy AT fire irom th. left flank (le*cr “dund to be
five (5) 88mm guns) and hisl velocity Tire from ﬁ:e ri~nt eire
ol' town was so leavy (destroyin. ct least three (3) tanks of "™D)
thiat the attock way colled off,

- \

Furtiicr artill.zy wad Ao -ult Cun fire wes flgcyd nocu.eb-
ed AT and tank positions. Tle sky Luvinge clesro d toavevet @ororur
was mede for air suprort.

¢k

A Corps TOT wac preoar.d Tor 15045 to be'cobincd vit - Hoo b-
& = \ D 0]

ing and strefing wlesion by two fiiphts of planes. "o Cor;andee
were to acsault the town euprorted Ly "3" Comonics. &t 1530 +he
tanks had becn extricated irom thie wud in whiich .eny i.od been
bogred, the infantry was mounted up, aund the Tesk Torce w:2e noised
to assault the town. At 1540, five (5] rinutes bevore juw.p-off
tie, the Cowmbat Comptand CO u rived to say t1:t the ztteck vwould

be nade by the 405th Inf Regt (which ted toved un tn our line) 1led
by our tamks. There wag just tine to dismount our inf:ntry and

the tanxs noved out zt 1550 with the artillery concentration —rensr-
ed by the 405th and Corps. Although tliere was absolutely no time
for any lieison whatsoever, the tunk-iniantry attick roce Jed witk-
out & hitck. "C" Comjyany attac ted to tlie northeast with %4ive infant-
ry following closely. "B" Couipany moved to the sact then sttacked
north with their sup orting infantry. The tank and artillery fire
kegt everything well down, and the infantry moved 1n and cleaned

up house by house without any scrious opposition. The 405th Inf
'Regt occupicd the town and the tank companies withdrew to an assem-
bly position et Schricfers where they stayed for the night, Tris
ability of strange infantry and tank Torces to work to: bt.vr “lth-

» RESTRICTTD !
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out preparation sjceks well for the basic simnlicity and soundness
of tanke-infantry treining doctrines and fine training of the individ-
vals of vota forceces.

Teavy conceintrsticns of light 44 fire were brought to bear on
all th. wlenes theot flow over Rheindahlen, but did not impede the
acgrecsive action disclay<d by our air suppnort. It did however kesp
our liaison planes: rois guttinge close to the town and thus hindered
our obgcrvetion Iror the zir Or's. A counter-flak mission was fired
after the AA uns initially opencd up and wes successful in putting
onc battery out of asction. Ticse AA funs were used earlicr in the
dey to delay our forces, '

Artillery support durin; the day was very inadequate due® to

poor communications. A4t tre start of the operation each married

corpany -zd two PForvierd Obzerveres with them, one from the 7lst FA

En and one Iron ths 695th ATL Zn. Early in t:e operation the 7lst
Forwvard Obcserver's tank was gnocked-out by AT fire. The radio with

tiie 7lst FO witi: "C" Company went out ecrly lcavins only the two
- 690tk AFA4 Bun forward observers who were reguired to keep one receiv-

cr on tueir Battilion channcl ¢nd one on the 7lst channesl, thus lecav-
ing no comuunicatlons boetween the conpany and the observer, This

set=up r.quired tue Compa:y Co:utander or Flatoon Leadcer to dismount

from his tank, 0 to the FO's tank znd te¢ll him where to place the !
fire, Czlles Tov ~7»*illery firc throush the command channels weres ,
not satisfactory!t as teo rany relays were nccessary and the resultant
delay permitted the eneny to chane positions,

oupplies o* gos and anmunition were brought up during the day
witl: much difficulty. Resupply wag accomplis:cd by pulling one
platoon at a time back of a emall screen of trees and fillin~ them.

The Battglion CI was witl. tl. Agssult Gunes about one thousand
(1,00C) rerds in tl.e rear of the line companies.

zneiy losses for tlhie day were:

4-75mpm ZIAT zuns

1-1i5 fmerican lizht tenk (uged by the enemy)
14-47 cuns (75 =nd 8emn)

5=120mm mortars

3=-120mm guns

3=105mm guns

1-Nk IV tank

3=4 ~7un 20mm flak cuns

250 PVW's (processed throuch 102nd Inf Div)
Mumber killed-~-unknown

Our loecc: for tae i~ e

4 tenks destroyed .
2 Iulf tracks destroyed : :

4 tanks damaged
ESTRICT™D  ,,
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After action Report For Iuhrucry 1945 (cont.)
COMCLUSIONS AI'D RaCOM T DLTICYS

It is egsential &t all timcs to have & Ilcerve reoardloce of
size or disposition of yvour forces.

Evacuction of tie vounded vwos ¢ifficult becau. € the vhooled

vehicles could not cross thie .oft sround. w0 ¢ 0 cirricers (.29},

which were requectcd but not ruceived, vould zi.tly uive telncd in
this vital phase of oncration.

e2tly
¢ to
cl..r towns or strongly dug-in positions wien thio dhiccetive far
dist-at. Whuis Las tob%ccomplisz-od by diswmounted infantry folloning
clo. o1y beuind the tank unit. ~

Spred of novement crovuv-country is very necessery ul nd ¢
reduces lossces when your flank is ¢2poced. It is not possi

o'
He b=

m o«

In a rapid advence it is ilot possible to cl.cck ‘un nwogitlone
after you n1ave killed or overrun tlhe poreonnel caanning Uicn. It
is neceusary for the following lD_QntlJ or specially desi: cneted
troops to dismantle or dsstroy 21l weapons, lest thiy Lo used acein
by infiltrating iroops or civilians.

Cro:s-country nmovement by whecled or half track vehiclec siould

not be attempted wicre thc cround i¢ sgoft, beceusc if thoy bog down
thiey are casy prey for AT guns. The 1anntry siould be meunted on
the tanks eand thceir vehicles brousit up by road c¢ scon ag tre way
is cleared,

I:. spilte of the heavy vehicular losscs of seven (7)
(8) nhalf tracks and one (1) 1/4 ton C and R dectroy=d cal
tanks end six (9) Lalf tracks deamaccd, the personncl loses. ¢
comparatively light: six (S) killed end forty-one (4l) wounded
during the two days. The low proportion of pursonncl cacvaltics is
titributed to tie tollowing:

(1) TFeilure of t e Corman Infantry to ctendby cnd fi't.
L.any gave up on the ap roack of tlie tanlks wna .0zt or t.c belzunce
were rounded-up by ouvr iniantry with little rzeistance.

. (8) The vorgy condition of tue.sround made zl.ost 1l
the Gerian wortar cnu aertillery slhiells explode vitlh "nir. cetion®
so thut the very Neavy conciontuoutlons vroduced foev casus’tics
Tine zfter time si:elle went o17F within & fow yerds, or ev.n 7ol
of goldiers with little or no «Ifcct.

~ e

{3) Tue cpecd of tie advance ex0-.¢ -oldi.rs to vire

> &

ror a winiuum of time, allow.d the eneuy 1ittle tine to adjust fire,

aud finally resulted 1in overrunining a lZOmm mortar battery snd at
leeagt one battiry euvci of 1izit end asdium artillery.

Hdeavy amnwunition expenalture is nececsery in drivin_: action,
and ev.ry means nust be exploited to fucilitate resup.ly. Witchen
trucks, in addition to all orgcnic troncortetion, woxe utilizod

but tris »roved inadeguate,
T G
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It is believed tiat thhe misslon of taking o town of the size
! of Rneindsghlen, populstion ten thoussnd (10,000}, was not an
aoprorriate 1ob for an erorcd unit of thiec size., To attezck it
rould heve exposcd bodh flenks ¢nd this unit alons would have rattled
sround ia the town like & pea in & nod. Ve could secure the apnroach-
| «g; but Shie cleavine of the town should initially have been assicned
to the infantry.

\

3 1

Commanding
4 Incls:
5-3 Record of Events
o=~-3 Journal
o=-2 Journal
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HEADQUARTERS 81ST TANK BATTALION
‘oPdO. Noo 255
U.S. Army

SUBJECT: After Action Report for onth of lfarch 1945.

! TO . The Adjutant General, Wasnington, D.C.
(Thru Channels)

In compliance with Par 10 (C3) AR 345-105, the following
After Action Report is submitted:

Campaign of "Western Burope®.
Losses in Action;

Personnel: '1 wounded
Vehicular: None

Commanding Officers:

Lt Col LeRoy H. Anderson, Inf., 0239452, Bn Comdr
' Capt Ralrh R. Power, Cav., 01011841, Hq Co
i Capt Weldon W. Wilson, Inf., 01010603, Co B/Sl A
1 1st Lt Warren A. Hedlin, Inf., 0441290, Co B/15th AIB
| - Capt William L. Guthrie, Inf., 01011984, Co C/Bl1
' Capt Jack Rice, Inf,, 04135169, Co C/15th AIB
Capt Harold Schiering, Inf., 01012466, Co D/Bl
Capt Victor W. Markov, Inf., 0452178, Sv Co
Capt Marion B. Hook, MC, 0418969, Med Det

Attachments and Assignments:
Companies “B* and ®*C"®, 15th AIB Attached

Movements, Bounda:riu, and Command Posts:
| See Overlays
Ammunition Expenditures and Iosses:

1,875 rounds HE-76mm Expended
1,865 rounds HE~T5mm Expended

This Task Force, cormanded by Lt Col LeRoy H. Anderson, was
assembled on 1 March having just comnleted a successful advance
from the Roer River. 4t 0010 the Task Force Commander received
orders to send one married comvany to relieve elements of the
406th Inf Regt at roadblocks in the vicinity of Institution
(ccord 058867, map R1, 1,/100,000) and to move the remainder of
his task force to the same vicinity the following morning. The
purpose of the road blocks was to protect the left flank of the
29th Inf Div moving up from the South to Munchen Gladbaeh.

Y rper S
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After Action Revort for ronth of March 1945 (cont.)

At 0100, 01 liarch 1945 the Task Force Cormrmander called the
"C* Company Comranders together and issued his instructions, *C%
Comnanies (married) were to move im ediately to Institution and
relieve the elements of the 406th Inf Regt, contacting the C.O.
before arrival of companies to get thheir dispositions so as to
effect the relief without loss of time. The balance of the Tzsk
Force would remain in its present position until 0800 at waich
time it would —ove to the vicinity of Institution., ®"C" Co:panies
moved out at 0200 Capt Guthrie, com:unding C/Bl, going ahead to
- make arrang:ments with the 406th Inf Regt. The relief was com-
pleted at 0400 with one married platoon setting-up tiie roadblocks,
and the balance of the married companies bei g held in reserve in
the vicinity of Kothausen, No contact with ti.e enemy wais nade,
At 0800 the balance of the Task Force mov d to assembly positions
in the vicirity of Kothausen awaiting further orders.,

At 1000 “C" Companies (minus) roved to Institution to asserble
in preparation to clean out the town of Hehn and the area NE to the
railroad, The Task Force Commander issued his orders to "C" Com-
vanies at 1200, Capt Rice wus to take his infantry company and
clear the Village of Hehn and the area u» to the railroad where
. he was to take up defensive vositions until relieved, Capt Guthrie
was to support with direct fire Irum his tanks which were in posit-
ion to cover the infantry's advence. At 1400 the infantry roved
out without o»vosition and searched all‘:housses and tie area up
to the railroad without contact with the éneny, They blocked the
roads and set-up positions along the railroad. A4t 1715 corntact
with the 29th Inf Div was made in the vicinity of the railroad.

4t 1700 the Task Force was given orders to relieve roadvlocks

in the viecinity 055868, 054875, 058901 (map R1, 1/100,000 ) main-
tained by the 405th Inf Regt. Relief was accomplished by "B"
Companies (married) at 2100, At 1200, 02 March the balance of the
Task Force moved to Institution, "“C® and "B" Companies wers re-
lieved of all blocks and moved into Institution which was formerly
& Iuftwaffe Air Buse, The front was moving forward very fast,
by .evepifg ‘this TasR-Forne:plus-itkg balance of Combat COmmand
'*B" was in the Army Service Area,

- 4t 1800, 03 March this Task Force received warning orders
to move that night to the vicinity SW of Kempen via & route shown
on overlay. Orders were received to move at 2300. The Task Force
coiled at 0230, 04 March 1945. At 1200, 04 orders were received
to occupy Oedt with a detachment to occupy Mulhausen and start
Ifilitary Government procedure with these villages, Occupation
was .comnleted by 1600. Ti.e following days were spent in super-
vising a large area in Nilitary Government work, maintaining
vehicles, conditioning troovs, and generall) preparing for future
operations.

On 24 March 1945 orders were received to move a company of
tanks to firing positions in the vicinity of Nehlenbroieh (five
kilometers NW of Dusseldorf) to thicken the fires of the 71lst AFA

RS
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After Action Report for Month of March 1945 (cont.).

Bn; and to alternate companies daily moving in and out of posit-
ion und:r cover of darkness., This firing and activity was to give
the impression of a build-up in that area. This was continued up
to 29 March 1945 when orders wers received to assemble the Battal-
ion and prepare for operations.

On 30 lMarch a meeting at CC"B"™ Headquarters was held where
plans for the coming operation were unfolded. The Task Force was
to be constituted again and was to move to assembly positions Just
west of !funster in preparation to drive on Hannover and Berlin,

On 31 llarch at 1115 the Task Force moved from Qedt in a
Northeasterly direction crossing the much talked of Rhine River
at Wesel, and procseded to an asse:bly position in the viecinity
of Appelhulsen (see overlay) directly in rear of the British
who were working Eastward towards !lunster., The Task Force pre-
pared to move on their assigned mission the next day.

Comments:
Section I--Personnel Matters:

Morale of troops--excellent.
Reinforcements received--21. These men proved to be
very satisfactory.

Awards--30 Bronze Stars

‘ 4 Silver Stars

5 Purple Hearts

Iosses~-KIA None
: Wounded 1

Section II-~-Intelligence:

Ten (10) prisoners were taken. These people were stragg-
lers from the German Army.

Section III--Operations:

It was found upon talking with Officers of the Second
Armored Division that they were highly pleased with the effect of
putting sand bags on their tanks, both front and sides, to affeot
to a degree the impact of the German high veloeity guns, Panzer
faust, and bazookas. Upon discussing it with company comnanders
they too were of the opinion anything that would help protect the

N
e D e e e ne e m

tagks was worth doing, and that the added weight would not hinder,' 1

the tank's mobility. Work to that end was started while at Oedt
and before moving out seventy-five percent of our tanks were sand-
bagged. It was, if nothing more, a big morale booster to all tank
men, ‘ R

Section IV--No Comment.

ke u )3
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After Action Report for Lo:th of March 1945 (cont,)

Seotion V--Civilian:

Civilian morale in villages we occupied was very high
probably due to the fast moving ope:. ations which left their
villages intact and untouched by the ravages of war,
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(1) Persemmel: 1 Officer m; 1 0ffieer and 3 Balisted

(2) Yehieular: 1 NMed tank disadled gum :uovu-« |
. - and returned te duty). -

Goumanding Offieers: -
Lt Ool LeRoy H, m.run, 0239452, M Comdr o
Gapt Ralph R, Pewer, Cav., 01011841, dlg 1
Gopt Falten W. Wilesn. Tab.’ 01020605, " se
lst Lt Warren A, Hedlin, ni.,o«usé ithm 4
Ospt Willism L. Guthrie, Inf,, 01011 ‘1) E
Capt Jack Rice, Inf,, oimss
Capt Harold Sehiering, , 61012466, oo n/!n
(Hospitalised 6 April 19453
1st Lt Jasod H, Weraer, Inf, Go n/BJ.
(Assumed command ef Oo M!l ¢ Sont 9i
Capt Viotor W, Markov, 04 zm
Capt Marion B, Hoek, MO, odtst ni

Aﬁul_unta and Assignments:
ml#lu ®B® and *C®" 15th AIB attached, ene il) "platoon
Co 628th -TD Im-attached, one (1) platoon (minus) Oo
‘B‘ 22né Eng B attached,

lovmnta, Boundaries, and Command Posts:

(See attached maps and overlays)
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This Task Yoree, commanded Lt Col LeRey K. Andersen, Wns
assembled in the vicinn of Ap) sen, Germany 1 April 1‘45.
Overlays were received ek shewed {he mission of OCembgi Command
*R® and the assigned sones and objectives of eaeh Task Feres in
the Command., The objectives were numbered snd the prineipal edj-
ective was Eannover (see attached nmaps showing sons of_ Task Jexree
Anderson, route follewed, and progress made daily). Bagh eempany
received a copy of the overlays in addition % maps up te and in-

. ¢luding Hannover. -

At 0700 orders were received from CO®B® for TF7A $¢ ssise and
secure a erossing of the Dortmund-Eme-Canal.se the Gombat Gommend
could bdy-pass Munster and gain their respective semes te dogin
operations towards Hannover. Orders were issued % the O

- Commanders of the Task Force at 0900: "The Ferce meves at 1100 do
seise and secure a orossing of the Dertamni-Eme-Canal, *0® Com-
panies (married) will lead the Force finding a route that is passe-
able keeping Herth of main read along canal and try to seise a
dridge intact, Report at eheck points (see map) are to de made.
ntﬁs will Tepert on bridges as they continue their advance along

canal,

*C* Companies moved out at 1100,following a route (see maps)
over which they experienced a little diffieulty ever oreeks in
the vieinity, and had just found a route that was passadle when
orders were received to halt the Force in place as a change ia
plans was in progress and wuld be sent down to ugs. ™hae
.calised us to eross a pontoon bridge, laid OC*R® feur (4) kile-
meters Bast of Senden, and o follow the e of the Usmdet
Command, The crossing was without incident and the 2ask Nwes
coiled for the night in the vieinity ef Venne, Oritrs Teseived
during the night instructed us % continue our advancs fellewing
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to‘t . whers" nmn e u'du'ed“to gtt into
0 mi e fo 4 TPD %0 SEsSsandirg Whire we were inst-
il twra Jorth and provéed on dur mission. After-refueling
'c' Companiss againpinrtsd t6 lead the Task Foroce North intd dur
sone, thence Esst on our mission, (Roats sho®n on map). There was
_.no ocamtast with the epamy exoept isolatyd PW's who ran into road
bleche left 10 cover thée Task Forse when it turmed from North to East.
Ome hostile &P , vaich fired om our 1lsad tank as it approached
VYeromsld, &isad iu tank, Ix an attempt to get awsy the SP gun
begged down in a ereek where the orew auﬁ-oyed it and escaped. The
Task mm e0iled for the night awnd plans for the next day's operation
. were

" e 'naxt day's operation was %0 bde led by "B*" Companies and the
initial plan galled for "B* Companies to seize the passes and estad-
»1ish & Mg, ia the vioinity of Borgholems, until the balance of

20 moved through. At 0800 we received word that 2FD had
#9080 4hru the pass and we were to follow, 2PD was to move back
Sene upon olearing the pass. Our Task Foroce ("B* Companies
Jenting) semtinued on (see fér route) meeting no resistance, over-
S mﬂiﬂu and flus éut isolated small .groups of AA per-

3 desertpd their positiens, fThere was quite a bit of rail
gigment dsstroyed and taken inéluding locomotives, boxcars of am -
nPEE fwel. At 1700, upon reaching the pass at Bergkirchen (before
"tho Yesez n:lnri the leading platoon reashed the top of the
W '3 mum Prom bere the le of the valley (with its

ots, and Ninden in $he distmoe) was in ‘view, The
z e P -anid with 11¢¢le cover and
4 uvor:l.ng ‘Ho. activity was visitle, and since it
’lut tho Task Poroe secure a $ankhead and move into the

:'ﬁ m m d
. .a? &l glublc, the platpeon moved down the road and
g: 0

¢ Of surprise, or beocause they wented to
a. m 'ﬂ:u wt:‘um and an::ts.;k o:to t:l: p%mtb.tor.
My ow . ar guns from the fron
M he tanks led ﬂﬁ fire andaveiled themselves
oL iht nttlé cover was o:t lmul Mdaitisaal Sanks were placed to
23490 the sever of duil ok ths forward slops of the hill to
- p:: of epportunt: The field artillery observer

boqrved and mpoma targets. A mumber of German
g Anrge $fwcks and trailers, started to use the
' houo 'h house, md working toward Rinden. Some -
ol e Syt Pk turoia o o
a a pus ; 00 e Task
_in the vicinity of Bergkircheam. The
ﬁrtu 8 consolIaating their pésitions,
"t tho Tank m- bivouace, 4
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Orders were received during the- n.tght to ait tight until Higher Hq
had an opportunity to issue an ultiutnn tg lind_qn tp mrrender.

At daylight 4 April *C* Companies sent a platoon to VWest pass~
which theiy seocured without contacting the enemy. Thes liaison plane
of the 47th APA Bn went up early in the morning to try to locate the
gun positions. This mission was quite successful as & flak position
of six 86mm guns was located in the vicinity of Dutzen (765085) which
was fired upon and completely neutralized. A 75mm gun in the vieinity
(740098) was also destroyed by our artillery. No fire was received
in the passes after these guns were neutraliszed. At 1400 *C*
Company's Platoon reported a strange armored column moving towards
Ninden, suspected to be British. A section of tanks was ordered down
to identify and make contact if they were friemdly. At 1430 a report
came that they were elements of the British Second Army and were
going into Minden., This information was passed on to Higher Hq. ILater
that evening liaison with the British confirmed that the bridge over
the Weser River was blown as they approached, and all hridges except
one over the Weser-Ems—-Canal were blown. They were held up outside
the town by determined small arms fire, tut were pla.nni.ng on going in
that evening.

The next morning orders were received to stay in place and comd
the woods along the ridge. We stayed in place until 7 ipril econtin-
uing to take prisoners from the surrounding countryside, On 8 April
orders to garrison the town of Minden were received. The Task Ferce
remained in t’': Towmn and the evening of 9 April *C® Companies plus
one section oy the Assault Gun Platoon were detached to Piv Hq for
its protection and to constitute its advance guard, .

On 10 April 45 orders were received to be prepared t0 move about
1200. The Combat Command less "C" Companies and one seotion of
Assault Guns from this Task Force were in Division reserve and would
follow the Division in its movement., The route was to be the prop-
osed Division "MSR" which was followed quite closely. (See maps)

The march was uneventful with no contact. On 12 April at 0500, the

_ "B® Companies were ordered to relieve elements of CC®A® at roadblocks
guarding bridges across the Weser-Elbe Canal. The balande of the
fask Force, now consisting of Hq, Hq Co, and one plétoon of Co "B*
628 TD's ocontinued to follow Div Hq during the day and coiled that .
night Bast of Thuritz. During the night orders were received for this
Task Force, beginning at daylight, to open up the "NSR® from Pack-
enbusch to the Elbe River, ®O¢ conpnniu and the seotion from the
Assault Platoon were released back to Task Force control for this
operation., Orders were issued that ®*0" Companies would proceed from
their present position at 0700 following the route of the proposed
*MSR®, cleaning all towns along and adjacent to the rogto. e :
Aaoanlt Gun Platoon was to follow closely, preparsd ¢ & b ¢

support on call. The Nortar Platoon was given the aysigag of &
the towns of scldiers who may be hiding iR eivil -SLIENRg,. and o0
piok up all weapons which would be turned :ll*b - DNt gayesister, on

the order of the

RE%W ”


http:even:l.ng
http:OOmpani.ss.nt

Vs ] a ‘ » : AL
- RECTRICTT T .
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platoon who weat into the town first., Bn Hg was to follow the
Nortar Platoon and set up in Osterdurg after it was cleared.

The operation started at 0700 and proceeded rapidly, One
platoon would enter a village enocountering no resistance but
cheoking the town; the next platoon would leap frog forward to
the next villsge. ©°C® Companies were overlooking the Elbs Riv-
er at 1300 after an advance of twenty six (26) miles. A4 group
of Allied PW's were liberated in the vicinity of Iden when their
guards ran away at the approach of our tanks, 7They were in the
process of being marehed to the Elbe and thenee across towards
Berlin, A oolumn of vhhiocles was waiting at the f:;:z-oppoaito
Sandu when the lead platoon arrived. They &pps to be
stalled and, as no activity was observed along the river, a
patrol of infantry dismounted and moged to the river bank, There
they found about sixty (60) vehicles loaded with army supplies
waiting for the ferry which d4id not come. They saw some vehicles

on the far bank trying to get out of a mud hole and ovened fire
ocansing the ensmy personnel to disperse along the bank, Some
small arms fire was returned, A section of tanks was sent down,
under cover of the river dike, and took up positions from which
they could take the vehicles across the river under fire plus
any targets of opportunity. This included quite & few barges,
the ferry, and hostile personnel. We duly destroyed the enemy
material, We were to pull back to the vicinity of Iden; but dbe-
fore withdrawing the enemy's lead vehicles on our side were
knocked-out to prevent them from trying to get them over during
the night, Artillery time fire was received over the ferry

site just as we pulled out, The Assault Gune registered on the
ferry site and prepared interdiction fires for the night. The
®C* Companies ©oiled back at Iden,where the Assault Guns were
set-up, and spent the night there. The balance of the Task.
Yoroce set-up in Osterburg, :

The next two days ( 14 and 15 April) were spent in clear-
ing the towns five (5) kilometers each side of the *MSR® from
Oaterburg to the River and also to keep patrols on the "MSR",

The *B® Companies were relieved at the Weser-Elbe Canal the even-
ingrof the 1l4th. The afternoon of the 15th orders to divoree

the companies were received, This was completed about 1300,

At 1430 orders were received to send a married company immediat-
ely to Winterfeld to be in Corp reserve with the mission of keep-
ing the "MSR® clear of a marauding group or groups of Germans

who were known to be in the area, The *B* Companies arrived
about 1430 from the Weser-Elbe and after refueling were sent to
Winterfeld., fThe balance of the Task Force, less the Engineers,
was to move out at 0800 the following morning (16 April} to
¥interfeld, The Task Force less "B® COompanies coiled at 1130.

At 1245 a report was received that enemy tanks and infantry were
in the vicinity of Donitz. The "B® Companies were ordered by
Higher Hq to prooeed and intercept.them, ZThe rest of the Task
Force was to follow and support. The Task Force coiled abdbout
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After Action Repo¥t for April 1945 (cont)

two (2) kilometers West of Klotse while *B" Companies continued
to comb the area in the vicinity of Donitz without finding any
trace of an enemy force, Orders were received during the night
to move at daylight and set-up roadblocks from Zasenbeck (ex-
clusive) to Brome (inclusive) in order to catch amy enemy moving
to the Northeast from the woods, as an infantry force was to
start cleaning the woods from the South and Southwest in the
morning., The Task Force moved at 0645, "“B® Companies set-up
blocks at Brome and Beritz, ®C®" Companies set one at Radenbeck,
The balance of the Task Force coiled Southeast of Nettgau, Ass-
anlt Guns and Mortars registered preparing to support all bdloocks,
No action throughout the day took place., At 1600 we were ordered
to assemble in the vicinity of Hanumn, The Task Force coiled
Southeast of Hanumn at 1730, Orders were received at 2200 to
move the Task Force to the vicinity of Stockheim setting up road
blocks at Stockheim, Rohrberg, and Mehmke; to oounter a threat
of an enemy armored column reported moving down from the North
toward us with the mission of cutting our supply line and escap-
ing to the Harts Mountains, ®*C® Companies put in the blocks at
Mehmke and Stockheim., "B®" Companies put a blosk at Rohrberg,
The balance of the Task Ferce plus the balance of "B" and *C*
Companies coiled on the Southern edge of Stockheim, The Assault
guns and Mortar Platoon registered and prepared defensive fires,
Nothing happened during the night,

About 1200 the next day (18 April) three (3) vehicles were
reported, by the liaison plane of the 71 AFA Bn, to be ‘stopped
on the road leading Southeast out of Lindhof, which he could not
identify. A section of *B"™ Companies was sent out to investi-
gate, As the section reached Jubar, twelve (12) vehicles which
looked like tanks went cross country and into the woods North of
Ludelsen and were positively identified as hostile., ®C" Compan-
ies were ordered to send the platoon at Mehmke to Bornsen and a
section from Stockheim to Mehmke, The remainder of the "B" plat-
oon at Jubar was sent down to reinforce the roadblock, The TD
Platoon, with the AT Platoon of *B" attached, was sent to Iudel-
sen, The woods now were completely surrounded and the artillery
started to work with the cudb plane directing its fire. When it
quieted down later, the TD's and AT Platoons (dismounted), with
a new M26 heavy tank attached, were sent into the woods to see
if they could develop the situation. They moved down the fire
breaks and met heavy small arms fire which was very hard to locate
due to the density of tie woods. Two (2) vehicles were located
and knocked~out by the M26, At this time word was received that
a squagron of planes were in the air looking for work, 8S-3 Air
contacted them and the Horsefly (see attached S-3 Air Report)
gave them the situation, Before the planes could work the TD's
and AT Platoons had to te withdrawn from the woods. This was
accomplished and the planes went to work with bombs, mesketendnd
machine guns. All together there were six flights of four planes
each., Results could not be observed because of the smoke and
dust., It was growing dark as the planes finished and all blocks
were kept in place, plus an infantry patrol on the main road to

watch the firebreaks.
T EERE
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After Action Report for April 45 (cont)

During the night movement of vehicles could be heard in the

woods and the artillery fired on the adjustment made by the road-
blocks. A report of a large concentration of armor bearing down
on Lindhof was received during the night, but as it later develop-
ed the artillery placed on that town,pretty well dispersed +this
concentration. The next morning (19 April) our infantry swept

the woods that we had surrounded but found only some knocked-
out vehicles. The day was quiet and late in the afternoon the
Task Force, less the road blocks of *C® Companies at “ehmke and
Stockheim and the "B® Company block at Rohrberg, was assembled
South of Jubar as it was exvected this hostile force would
attempt to break through that night at Jubar. 4s it developed
\the night was comparatively quiet.

On the 20th of Arril the Task Force was ordered to clean
the woods and seize the Villages of Haselhorat a=A Tindh~f which
were in German hands. The ®*R"® Companies, less the one platoon
at Rohrbverg, started thru the woods at 1000. The Assualt Gun
Platoon fired in support of this advance, At 1200 planes flying
in support of TFD, who was Northwest of us, bombed and strafed
a column moving North out of Linhof and reported' the town clear-
ed., The "B®" Companies continued through the woods and took doth
villages by 1400. The balance of the Task Force then moved to
a position South of Linhof. The *"B"™ Companies were ordered from
Stockheim and Mehmke to occupy the towns of Diesdorf and Abben-
dorf which they did by 1700 without opposition, The following
day (21 April) Bn Hq and Hq Co moved to Diesdorf where they stay-
ed thyuw 24 April., It was found upon inspection of the area which
all the proceeding action took place that Division Von Clause-
witz could be written off the books as the artillery and Air Corps
had done a rather complete job.

The Task Force was relieved of all blocks on 24 April and

ordered to move and occupy an area South of the 'MSR"?see over-

lay), setting up Military Government in all towns within the

area, and maintaining patrols along thirty (303 milcs of the *MSR"

§§om Gi{horn Bast to Voitze. This function continued through
April, ,

During the latter part of the month the operations were
essentially those of "maneuver, block, amd occupy®, Germans con-
fronted by our tank forces had little stomach for a fight and us-
ually gave up readily., Large numbers of prisoners were taken.

Comments:
Section I--Personnel Matters:
ili Morale and discipline: ®Excellent®
2) Reinforcements: Seven (7) reinforcements

were received--l1 radio repairman, 1 gunner,
2 4unk drivers, 1 cook, and 2 tank comdrs.
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After Action Report for April 45 (cont)

(3) Awards and Decorations: DPurple Hearts--Nine,

Section II--Intelligence Matters:

(1} The enemy did not offer any fanatical resistance,
as we had heard them state from time to time that they would. Only
in isolated cases did the enemy offer any resistance at all, and
then it was easily overcome. The engagemont with the Panzer Divis-
ion Vo= Clausewitz offered the greatest opposition, chiefly because
of its numbers, and reasonably coheasive organization, It's appar-
ent lack of training as a division aided greatly in our task of

destroying it.

(2) Recap of PW's, number killed, and enemy material
or captured:

PW's—1878 (see note)
Killed--18
Material captured or destroyed:
2 Motorcycles
1l Sedans
1 SPAT Gun
9 RR Iocomotives
1l RR train of ammo
1 Flak redar station
6 75 or 88mm Flak guns
69 Trucks
5 Prailers
2 Halftracks

(Note) Includes 1000 hospital patients.

In addition to the ah~ve list, the following was captured or
destroyed by corbined Air, Arty, our Assault Gun fire, and our ad-
vance, Most of this materiel came from the Panzer Division Von
Clausewitz:

1l Bus

1 W 190 Airplane
1l Halftracks

Armd Ren Cars
Tanks

Prucks

Sedans

T5mm AT Gun
Volkswagons
SPAT Guns
Permomnel Carrier v
Trailers
Motorcyoles

VIVIHNDOVH OB DWW

Section III--Bperations: No Comment.
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After Action Report for April 45 (cont)
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Section IV--Supply and Maintenance Matters:

The Task Force had received three M26 General
Pershing tankse, one of which was employed for the first time
on a very limited scale in the woods southeast of Lindhof.
Although the evidence is not conclusive, the Command is in-
clined to believe that the new type tank is equal to any equip-
ment of a similiar nature.

Due to the rgpid advance of the Task Force the
supply lines were always overextended, but in no way hindered
the carrying out of the mission. At one stage of the operat-
ion it was necessary to dispatch the empty fuel and lubricant tru-
cks back to Buckberg, the nearest Army class III DP, which. entail-
ed a round trip of 320 miles. Upon reaching the line of departure
15 miles West of Munster, the kitchen trucks were converted into
additional fuel trucks, thereby enabling the Task Force to comm-
ence the operation with eighteen fuel trucks. In order to stave
off a dearth of small arms ammunition, each tank carried on its
deck 6,000 rds. of .30 cal. MG ammo upon the departure from Oedt.

Rations presented no problem inasmuch as each
vehicle carried a three day supply of emergency rations. For the
first time since the Task Force commenced operations on the Con-
tinent, the men expressed a tolerance for the "C" type ration--
the new one, not the old.

Section V--Civilian:
Civilian morale in villages we occupied was very

high probably due to the fatt that operations moved so fast their
villages were left intact and untouched by the ravages of war.

Commanding
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